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September 28, 2011
404 College St.
Paola, KS 66071

To: Interested Oratorical Contest Speakers

The Paola Optimist Club is sponsoring an Oratorical Contest in conjunction with
Optimist International and is open to students under the age 18 as of December 31, 2011.
There is no minimum age. Students meeting the age limitation in public, parochial,
home, or private schools are eligible to participate. A student who has won an Optimist
District Oratorical scholarship is ineligible for any future competition. The Paola
Optimist Club will offer the contest where boys and girls compete separately. Monetary
prizes require that at least 3 participants be in the competition category. There will be
first, second, and third-place Medallions along with a $50.00 cash prize for first place for
each first place winner, $25 for second place, and $10 for third place, awarded at the club
meeting on April 17,2012, 6:30 PM, at the Paola Country Club. The Paola Optimist Club
winners will advance to the next level, zone, regional, and/or district where the
competition will be boys against boys and girls against girls. The official topic for this
year’s contest is “How My Optimism Helps Me Overcome Obstacles.” The speech
must be at least 4 minutes but not over 5 minutes in length. Interested students should
submit an application, along with a copy of their speech, to the Paola Optimist Club no
later than February 1, 2012. All contestants in any Optimist Oratorical Contest must
furnish a copy of their birth certificate with their entry before competing. The Optimist
Oratorical Contest Competition will be at a Paola, Kansas School, on Saturday, February
4,2012, 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM. The actual location for the contest should be available
within the next thirty days. Please contact this writer for this information. No Zone,
Regional, or District level contest shall have fewer than three or more than twenty
contestants competmg

The winner at the next level (zone) will receive a plaque. The next higher level is
the District level where the winner receives a plaque and a scholarship. Scholarship
amounts may vary. In a combined gender contest, there will be two winners awarded
$2,500 each, or three winners awarded scholarships of $2,500, $1,500, and $1,000
respectively for first, second, and third place. In Districts conducting separate gender
contests, the first place boy and girl will receive a scholarship of $2,500.,

Applications for the Optimist Oratorical Contest have been provided to local
schools, organizations, and are also available from Jim Gray, Oratorical Contest Chair at
913-294-3173, 913-306-0433, or email at jamesgray8213@att.net. The Oratorical
Contest rules and additional requitements are listed on the application blank. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Jim Gray
Oratorical Contest Chair
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